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IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS 
 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) (noun) – an Indian law aimed at effective prevention of unlawful 

activities associations in India. Its main objective was to make powers available for dealing with activities directed 
against the integrity and sovereignty of India. 

 Section 43D (5) in The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (noun) – It is concentrated on the procedure (a legal bar) 
for granting bail to a person who is accused of terrorism activities. 

 Suppression of Unlawful Acts against Safety of Maritime Navigation and Fixed Platforms on Continental Shelf Act, 
2002 (India) (noun) – An Act to give effect to the International Maritime Organisation Convention for Suppression of 
Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Maritime Navigation and the Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against 
the Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf and for matters connected therewith. 

 Suppression of Unlawful Acts against Safety of Maritime Navigation (SUA Act) (International Act) (noun) – a 
multilateral treaty by which states agree to prohibit and punish behaviour that may threaten the safety of maritime 
navigation. 

 Suppression of Unlawful Acts against Safety of Fixed Platforms on Continental Shelf Act (International Act) (noun) – 
a multilateral treaty by which states agree to prohibit and punish behaviour that may threaten the safety of offshore 
fixed platforms, including oil platforms. 

 The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) (noun) – The Permanent Court of Arbitration, established by treaty in 1899, 
is an intergovernmental organization providing a variety of dispute resolution services to the international community. 

 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) (noun) – This convention provides the overarching 
framework for the governance of the oceans. It governs relations among countries on ocean-related issues. It outlines 
the rights and responsibilities countries have related to the use of the oceans, the seabed and their resources, and the 
protection of the ocean environment. This Convention was signed on 10 December 1982 and entered into force on 16 
November 1994. 

 Law of the Sea (LOS) (noun) – it defines the rights and responsibilities of nations with respect to their use of the 
world’s oceans, establishing guidelines for businesses, the environment, and the management of marine natural 
resources. 

 heir (noun) – an individual who is legally entitled to inherit some or all of the estate (assets/belongings) of a person 
who died (ancestor); legal beneficiary, successor, inheritor, descendant, scion. 

 Contiguous Zone (noun) – an area of sea contiguous to and extending seaward of the territorial sea, in which the 
coastal State may exercise the control necessary to prevent and punish infringements of its customs, fiscal, 
immigration, and sanitary laws within its territory or territorial sea. The contiguous zone is a band of water extending 
farther from the outer edge of the territorial sea to up to 24 nautical miles (44.4 km; 27.6 mi) from the baseline. 

 golden slam (noun) – (In Tennis) the attainment of a player winning all four Grand Slams and an Olympic Gold in a 
single calendar year. 

 grand slam (noun) – it is also referred to as majors, are the world’s four most important annual tennis events. The 
Grand Slam consists of the Australian Open in Melbourne, French Open in Paris, Wimbledon in London, and the U.S 
Open in New York. 

 Line of Actual Control (LAC) (noun) – the de-facto (effective) border between India and China. The LAC is a 4,057-km 
border running through three areas-Western (Ladakh, Ladakh (Kashmir)), middle (Uttarakhand, Himachal), and 
eastern (Sikkim, Arunachal). 

 Line of Control (LoC) (noun) – it is a 450 mile-long military control line lying between India and Pakistan’s controlled 
parts of the former (under the British) Jammu and Kashmir. This line is not actually a legally recognized international 
boundary but prevails as per de facto. After the Simla Agreement signed in July 1972, this line was officially renamed 
as “Line of Control” from “the Cease-fire Line”. 

 People’s Liberation Army (PLA) (noun) – People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is the armed forces of the country of China 
and the Communist Party of China (CPC). It is one of the largest military forces in the world. 

 gallantry award (noun) – It is awarded for displaying conspicuous gallantry, courage and devotion to duty of very high 
order in the presence of the enemy. Recognition of bravery has always been a very prestigious affair. Independent 
India saw the introduction of awards such as ParamVir Chakra, MahaVir Chakra, Vir Chakra, Ashok Chakra, Kirti Chakra, 
Shaurya Chakra & Sena Medal. 

 hot springs (noun) – Hot Springs (Kyam) is the location of an Indian border checkpost operated by Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police (ITBP) in the Chang Chenmo River valley in Ladakh near the disputed border with China. It is so named because 
there is a hot spring at this location. (hot spring is generally a spring (well head) with water at temperatures 
substantially higher than the air temperature of the surrounding region). 
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 Depsang plains (noun) – The Depsang plains lie south of DBO (Daulat Beg Oldie post) in a strategic area that the 
military calls Sub-Sector North (SSN). DBO is the country’s northernmost outpost where India operates an advanced 
landing ground to support its forward military deployments. The Depsang Plains are large plains that are suitable for 
driving armoured carriers, artillery and mechanised units, which is unusual at the height of about 17,000 feet above 
sea level. The Depsang plains are strategically important as it provides a flat surface amid the mountainous terrain 
which can be used by either of the two countries to launch a military offensive, similar to the Spanggur Gap in the 
Chushul sub-sector. 

 Multi Domain Operations (MDO) (noun) – Multi-Domain Operations (MDO) describes how the U.S. Army, as part of 
the joint force [Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines] can counter and defeat a near-peer adversary capable of 
contesting the U.S. in all domains [air, land, maritime, space, and cyberspace] in both competition and armed conflict. 
The concept describes how U.S. ground forces, as part of the joint and multinational team, deter adversaries and 
defeat highly capable near-peer enemies in the 2025-2050 timeframe. 

 Quad/Quadrilateral (noun) – The ‘Quadrilateral’ is described as four democracies (the United States, Japan, Australia 
and India) with a shared objective to ensure and support a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region. 

 The Indo-Pacific (region) (noun) – the Indo-Pacific region refers to the confluence (convergence) of the Pacific and 
Indian Oceans, which interconnect in Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, 
and more). 

 G-8 or Group of Eight (noun) – a multilateral forum made up of the world’s eight largest so-called developed 
countries: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States. The leaders of 
the Group of Eight world powers have suspended Russia’s participation in the club amid tensions over Ukraine and 
Russia’s incursion into Crimea (in 2014). 

 G-7 or Group of Seven (noun) – a multilateral forum made up of the world’s seven largest so-called developed 
countries: Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. They meet annually to 
discuss and exchange ideas on a broad range of issues, including global economy, security and energy. 

 ceasefire (noun) – a negotiated agreement that will be accompanied by other associated commitments to de-escalate 
the fighting; a temporary stoppage of war, truce, armistice. 

 Doha Agreement (noun) – The Doha Agreement, more formally, “Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan 
between the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan which is not recognised by the US as a state and is known as the Taliban 
and the United States of America, 2020” was signed on the February 29 in Doha, Qatar. The deal was considered a 
historic step towards establishing peace in Afghanistan. 

 Sahel (noun) – it is the vast semi-arid region of Africa separating the Sahara Desert to the north and tropical savannas 
to the south. The 10 countries in the Sahel (North Africa) region are; Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, The Gambia, 
Guinea Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, and Senegal. 

 superpower (noun) – a very powerful and dominant country. This is done through the combined means of economic, 
military, technological, political and cultural strength as well as diplomatic and soft power influence. 

 Pashtun (noun) – Pathan; They make up around 42 percent of the population of Afghanistan. They live mainly in the 
south and the east of the country. They have a distinct language called Pashto (an official language since 1936). 

 strategic stability (noun) – it describes the absence of armed conflict between nuclear-armed states. It also describes 
a regional or global security environment in which states enjoy peaceful and harmonious relations. 

 North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) (noun) – NATO was created in 1949 by the United States, Canada, and 
several Western European nations to provide collective security against the Soviet Union. 

 Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) (noun) – The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 seeks to grant citizenship to 
religious minorities of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Bangladesh, who had to flee their homeland facing persecution. The 
six minority groups that have been specifically identified are Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists, Christians, and Parsis. 

 public order (noun) – it is essentially the absence of disorder – the quiet and orderly behaviour of people in public 
space. It involves people behaving sensibly and rationally, and respecting others. 

 top-down rule (noun) – In the top-down rule, the policy or action will be processed from the highest level/rank of a 
hierarchy and then it will proceed to the lowest level/rank (for final execution). 

 National Investigation Agency (NIA) (noun) – The National Investigation Agency is a central agency established by the 
Indian Government to combat terror in India. It is functioning as the Central Counter-Terrorism Law Enforcement 
Agency in the country. The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is created following the terror attack in Mumbai on 
December 26, 2008. It came into being on December 31, 2008, with the passage of the NIA Act of 2008. 

 bail (noun) – conditional, temporary release of an arrested/imprisoned person when a specified amount of security 
(such as personal bond or surety) is deposited or pledged (as cash or property) to ensure his/her appearance in court 
when required.  
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 Section 173 of the Code Of Criminal Procedure (noun) – It deals with the report of the police officer on completion of 
investigation against the accused. 

 Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) (noun) – The Code of Criminal Procedure (in India). The main legislation on 
procedure for administration of substantive criminal law in India. It was enacted in 1973 and came into force on 1 April 
1974. CrPC tells about the criminal trial procedure. 

 rule of law (phrase) – it is described as “a principle of governance in which all persons, institutions and entities, public 
and private, including the State itself, are accountable to laws that are publicly promulgated, equally enforced and 
independently adjudicated, and which are consistent with international human rights norms and standards.  

 The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) (noun) – Formed in 1962, it is a national level board of education in 
India for public and private schools, controlled and managed by the Union Government of India. It envisions a robust, 
vibrant, and holistic school education that will engender (cause) excellence in every sphere of human endeavour. 

 The Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE) (noun) – it is a private, non-governmental board of 
school education in India. It conducts two examinations in India: the Indian Certificate of Secondary Education (ICSE) 
and the Indian School Certificate (ISC). The CISCE was set up in 1956. It is an all-India, but not a government sponsored 
board (unlike the CBSE and NIOS). 

 intermediate host (noun) – an organism that harbours (carries) the sexually immature parasite and is required by the 
parasite to undergo development and complete its life cycle. 

 definite host (noun) – (in biology) a host is a larger organism that harbours (carries) a smaller organism; an organism 
in which the parasite reaches the adult stage and reproduces sexually, if possible (harbour means carry the germs of a 
disease). 

 Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) (noun) – Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) is a viral respiratory 
disease caused by a novel coronavirus (MERS-CoV) that was first identified in Saudi Arabia in 2012. 

 genome (noun) – the genetic material (a complete set of DNA, including all of its genes) of an organism. The sum total 
of the genetic material of a cell or an organism. 

 sequence (noun) – the complete order of compounds/building blocks (nucleotides) of nucleic acids, such as RNA or 
DNA. 

 genome sequence (noun) – a process that determines the order, or sequence, of the DNA (nucleotides i.e., A, C, G and 
U) in each of the genes present in the virus’s genome. 

 site (noun) – in biology, the (active) site is region of an enzyme where substrate molecules bind and undergo a 
chemical reaction. (In biology, a substrate is a surface on which an organism (such as a plant, fungus, or animal) lives). 

 cluster (noun) – a group (of people/things considered as a unit). (an aggregation of cases of a disease. A coronavirus 
cluster occurs when there is a concentration of infections in the same area at the same time). 

 B.1.617.2 variant (noun) – a variant of the coronavirus, first identified in India, is renamed as the ‘Delta variant’ by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and this variant is reclassified as Variant of Concern (VOC). The B.1.617.1 strain has 
been reclassified to a Variant of Interest (VOI) and labelled variant “Kappa”. 

 double mutant/B.1.617 (noun) – a unique “double mutant” coronavirus variant – with a combination of mutations not 
seen anywhere else in the world – has been found in India. The ‘double mutant’ virus that as having a bearing on the 
spread of the pandemic in India, has a formal scientific classification: B.1.617. (The UK Variant (Alpha variant) has a 
formal scientific classification: B.1.1.7. The South Africa Variant (Beta variant) has a formal scientific classification: 
B.1.351. The Brazil Variant (Gamma variant) has a formal scientific classification: P.1). 

 D614G mutation (noun) – In this mutation case, the virus replaced the aspartic acid (D) in the 614th position of the 
amino acid with glycine (G). Hence the mutation is called the D614G. The D614G mutation is situated in the spike 
protein of the virus. This mutation shows increased infectivity. 

 K417N mutation (noun) – K417N mutation is linked to high infectivity and has been associated with the Beta variant, 
first identified in South Africa. 

 AY.1 variant (noun) – a coronavirus variant that is closely related to the prevailing Delta variant. 
 Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data (GISAID) (noun) – it is a global science initiative and primary source 

established in 2008 that provides open-access to genomic data of influenza viruses and the coronavirus responsible for 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Public Health England (PHE) (noun) – The Public Health England (PHE) was set up on 1 April 2013 as an operationally 
autonomous executive agency of the Department of Health. Its mission is to protect and improve the nation’s health 
and to address inequalities through working with national and local government, the National Health Service (NHS), 
industry and the voluntary and community sector. 

 monoclonal antibody (noun) – antibodies that are made by identical immune cells that are all clones of a unique 
parent cell. (casirivimab and imdevimab drug products are monoclonal antibodies). 
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 antibody (noun) – it is also called ‘immunoglobulin’; a protective protein produced mainly by plasma (blood) cells in 
the immune system in response to the presence of antigens (disease causing organisms (bacteria & viruses) and other 
harmful/toxic foreign substances like insect venom). 

 Variant of Concern (VOC) (noun) – A variant for which there is evidence of an increase in transmissibility, more severe 
disease (e.g., increased hospitalizations or deaths), significant reduction in neutralization by antibodies generated 
during previous infection or vaccination, reduced effectiveness of treatments or vaccines, or diagnostic detection 
failures. 

 Variants of Interest (VOI) (noun) – A variant with specific genetic markers that have been associated with changes to 
receptor binding, reduced neutralization by antibodies generated against previous infection or vaccination, reduced 
efficacy of treatments, potential diagnostic impact, or predicted increase in transmissibility or disease severity. 

 breakthrough infections (noun) – people getting infections after they are fully vaccinated is when the infections are 
caused by circulating virus variants, with potential immune escape mechanism, which might reduce the efficacy of 
vaccines. These are called “vaccine breakthrough infections.” 

 herd immunity (noun) – also known as “population immunity”; it refers to a means (ways) of protecting a whole 
community from disease by immunizing a critical mass of its populace (population). It is also defined as a form of 
indirect protection from infectious disease that occurs when a large percentage of a population is immune to an 
infection, thereby providing a measure of protection for individuals who are not immune. 

 Swedish COVID-19 strategy (noun) – it entailed/involved strong initial confidence in herd immunity (although not 
officially stated), individual responsibility, evidence based medicine and substantial neglect to cooperate 
internationally. 

 Great Barrington declaration (noun) – a statement (by infectious disease epidemiologists and public health scientists) 
advocating an alternative approach to the COVID-19 pandemic which involves “Focused Protection” of those most at 
risk and seeks to avoid or minimize the societal harm of the COVID-19 policies/lockdowns. 

 population pyramid (noun) – it is a way to visualize two variables: age and sex. They are used by demographers, who 
study populations. It is a graph that shows the distribution of ages across a population divided down the center 
between male and female members of the population. 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to force a country to obey international laws by limiting or stopping 
trade with that country, by not allowing economic aid for that country, etc. 

 National Statistical Office (NSO) (noun) – The Ministry of Statistics and the Department of Programme 
Implementation has two wings, one relating to Statistics and the other Programme Implementation. The Statistics 
Wing called the National Statistical Office (NSO) gives considerable importance to coverage and quality aspects of 
statistics released in the country. The statistics released are based on administrative sources, surveys and censuses 
conducted by the Center and State Governments and non-official sources and studies. 

 Index of Industrial Production (IIP) (noun) – a composite (combined/complex) indicator that measures the changes in 
the volume of production of a basket of industrial products during a given period with respect to the volume of 
production in a chosen base period. 

 capital goods (noun) – capital goods are man-made, durable items that businesses use to produce goods and services. 
They include tools, buildings, vehicles, machinery, and equipment. Capital goods are also called durable goods, real 
capital, and economic capital. 

 Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) (noun) – Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) is a monthly business survey data 
provided by IHS Markit. The monthly data are derived from surveys of senior executives at private sector companies. 
PMI data is used for accurate and timely insight into the health of a particular economy. The PMI data are used by 
financial and corporate professionals to better understand where economies and markets are headed, and to uncover 
opportunities. 

 IHS Markit (noun) – it is a global leader in information, analytics and solutions for the major industries and markets 
that drive economies worldwide. It partners with clients in business, finance and government to help them see the big 
picture with unrivaled insights that lead to wellinformed, confident decisions. 

 Wholesale Price Index (WPI) (noun) – it measures the changes in the prices of goods sold and traded in bulk by 
wholesale businesses to other businesses. To put it simply, the WPI tracks prices at the factory gate before the retail 
level. 

 (headline) retail inflation or consumer price index (CPI) inflation (noun) – it is a measure of the total inflation within 
an economy, including commodities such as food and energy prices. The CPI monitors retail prices at a certain level for 
a particular commodity. The change in the price index over a period of time is referred to as CPI-based inflation or 
retail inflation. 
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 core inflation (noun) – it is a measure of the total inflation within an economy, excluding commodities such as food 
and energy prices (which change frequently). 

 monetary policy (noun) – monetary policy refers to the use of monetary instruments under the control of the central 
bank to regulate magnitudes such as interest rates, money supply, and availability of credit with a view to achieving 
the ultimate objective of economic policy. 

 The monetary policy committee (MPC) (noun) – it is a six-member panel that is expected to bring “value and 
transparency” to rate-setting decisions. It will feature three members from the RBI — the Governor, a Deputy 
Governor and another official — and three independent members to be selected by the Government. The MPC will 
meet four times a year to decide on monetary policy by a majority vote. 

 foreign direct investment (FDI) (noun) – Investment from one country into another (normally by companies rather 
than governments) that involves establishing operations or acquiring tangible assets, including stakes in other 
businesses. 

 investment facilitation (noun) – it means the setting up of a more transparent, efficient and investment-friendly 
business climate by making it easier for domestic and foreign investors to invest, conduct their day-to-day business 
and expand their existing investments. 

 foreign institutional investors (FII) (noun) – companies established or incorporated outside India and make proposals 
for investments in India. These include hedge funds, pension funds, mutual funds and insurance companies. 

 foreign portfolio investments (FPIs) (noun) – investments in financial assets, such as shares, government bonds, 
corporate bonds, convertible securities, infrastructure securities etc in a foreign country. 

 Ease of Doing Business (noun) – it is about different parameters which define the ease of doing business in a country; 
(Ease of doing business index is annually published by the World Bank. Doing business ranking is based on quantitative 
indicators on regulation for starting a business, dealing with construction permits, getting electricity, registering, 
property, getting credit, protecting minority investors, paying taxes, trading across borders, enforcing contracts and 
resolving insolvency). 

 Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) (noun) – The role of DPIIT (established in the year 
1995) is to promote/accelerate industrial development of the country by facilitating investment in new and upcoming 
technology, foreign direct investment and support balanced development of industries. In 2018, matters related to e-
commerce were transferred to the Department and in 2019, the Department has been given charge for matters 
related to Internal Trade, welfare of traders and their employees and Startups. 

 Optionally Convertible Preference Shares (noun) – Optionally convertible preference shares are those preference 
shares which carry an option to be converted into equity shares. The option of conversion may be given either with 
the company or with the shareholder or it may be a combination. 

 International Monetary Fund (IMF) (noun) – an international organization of 189 countries, headquartered in 
Washington, D.C., working to foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international 
trade, promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce poverty around the world. 

 Production Linked Incentive (PLI) (noun) – incentives provided to companies for enhancing their domestic 
manufacturing apart from focusing on reducing import bills and improving the cost competitiveness of local goods. 

 Information Technology enabled services (ITeS) (noun) – it is defined as outsourcing of processes that can be enabled 
with information technology and covers diverse areas like finance, HR, administration, health care, 
telecommunication, manufacturing etc. 

 Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (or) Self-reliant India Mission (noun) – the special economic package totaling Rs 20 lakh 
crore by the Indian government to tide over the Covid-19 crisis and it would focus on land, labour, liquidity and laws. It 
would benefit labourers, farmers, honest tax, payers, MSMEs and cottage industry. This economic package would be 
around the 10 per cent of India’s GDP. 

 central agencies (plural noun) – the central agencies are organizations in the executive branch that co-ordinate the 
activities of, and provide guidance to the operating ministries and agencies; e.g. Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), 
Directorate of Enforcement (ED), Income Tax Department (IT) and etc. 

 Hawala (noun) – a popular and informal value (money) transfer system based not on the movement of cash or 
computer network wire transfers between banks, but through a huge network of illegal money brokers. 

 cyberattack (noun) – a malicious and deliberate attempt by an individual or organization to breach the information 
system (computer network) of another individual or organization. an attack on an information or computer network as 
an “attempt to destroy, expose, alter, disable, steal or gain unauthorized access to or make unauthorized use of 
anything that has value to the individual/organization. 
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 SolarWinds Cyberattack (noun) – The attack involved hackers, believed to be affiliated with the Russian government, 
who gained access to the US government and other systems through a compromised update to SolarWinds’ Orion 
software. 

 United States Agency for International Development (USAID) (noun) – Established in 1961, USAID is the first U.S. 
foreign assistance organization whose primary emphasis was on long-range economic and social development 
assistance efforts. 

 zero-day vulnerability (noun) – a software vulnerability discovered by attackers before the software developer has 
become aware of it and finds a fix. This has the capability to cripple a system and could lie undetected for a long time. 

 Stuxnet (noun) – Stuxnet (2010) is a computer worm that was originally aimed at Iran’s nuclear facilities and has since 
mutated and spread to other industrial and energy-producing facilities. it exploits multiple vulnerabilities in Windows-
based computers that provide an interface to industrial control systems (ICS) that run industrial processes. 

 Shamoon (noun) – The Shamoon virus first surfaced (in 2012) at Saudi Aramco, wiping out tens of thousands of 
computers and replacing the data with a partial image of a burning American flag. 

 reverse engineering (noun) – a process of recovering the design, requirement specifications and functions of a 
product from an analysis of its code/part. With reverse engineering, the design engineer starts with the final product 
and works through the design process in the opposite direction to arrive at the product design specification. 

 penetration tester (noun) – cyber-security expert; (penetration test is a security exercise where a cyber-security 
expert attempts to find and exploit vulnerabilities in a computer system). 

 Zero Trust (noun) – a security framework requiring all users, whether in or outside the organization’s network, to be 
authenticated, authorized, and continuously validated for security configuration and posture before being granted or 
keeping access to applications and data. 

 Machine learning (noun) – a branch of artificial intelligence (AI) focused on building applications that learn from data 
and improve their accuracy over time without being programmed to do so. 

 quantum computing (noun) – an area of study focused on the development of computer-based technologies centered 
around the principles of quantum theory. Quantum computing harnesses the phenomena of quantum mechanics to 
deliver a huge leap forward in computation to solve certain problems. Classical computers, which include smartphones 
and laptops, encode information in binary “bits” that can either be 0s or 1s. In a quantum computer, the basic unit of 
memory is a quantum bit or qubit. 

 

IDIOMS & PHRASES 
 under one’s belt – succeeded, achieved, experienced, 

learned, acquired (something (e.g. a skill) as part of 
one’s experience and that might be an advantage for 
him/her in the future. 

 the finer points of – (complex) details, niceties, 
specifics, (detailed) particulars. 

 the haves and the have-nots – the people who are very 
rich and the people who are very poor. 

 on one’s own terms – according to one’s own 
opinions/views. 

 plug the gap – give something that is lacking/deficient 
in a particular situation. 

 punch above one’s weight – try to achieve or perform 
at a higher level than expected (beyond one’s ability). 

 hold the line – to keep a situation from getting worse; 
to firmly maintain one’s position/viewpoint under 
pressure and not surrender to it; keep up, hang on, 
hold on. 

 room for manoeuvre – opportunity to change your 
plans or to do things differently in order to achieve 
what you want. 

 cat and mouse (game) – a contrived/measured action 
involving constant pursuit, near captures, and repeated 
escapes. 

 zero in on – focus on, centre on, concentrate on, 
highlight, spotlight, underline, emphasize. 

 take something in stride – to deal with a problem or 
difficulty in a calm & easy way and not allow it to have 
an effect on you. 

 is no stranger to – experienced in something; 
knowledgeable about something; to be well informed 
about a particular experience or activity. 

 fall off a cliff – collapse; fail/break down 
suddenly/quickly. 

 take something at face value – to accept or believe 
something as someone says without thinking whether it 
is true or not. 

 an open book – something that is easy to understand. 
 come in handy – to be useful. 
 strike a balance – find a fair & reasonable line of action 

between two contrasting things. 
 in absolute terms – measured by itself, not in 

comparison with other things. 
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 for instance – as an example. 
 in the absence of – due to unavailability of something. 
 so far – until now, up to the present, up to this point. 
 to be sure – certainly, surely; used to highlight 

something. 
 of late – recently, lately, in recent times. 
 make progress – move forward, make strides; proceed, 

advance, improve. 
 in the public domain – if something (e.g. information) is 

in the public domain, people generally know about it 
since it is no secret. 

 take the lead – accept leadership role/responsibility for 
something. 

 due to – because of, owing to, on account of, as a result 
of. 

 walk the talk – to do the things you have said you 
would do. 

 in sight of – close to achieving something; within reach 
of. 

 come from behind – to improve one’s position to win a 
game after being in a losing position. 

 bring to light – reveal, disclose, expose/identify. 
 take one’s cue (from) – follow the example of; follow 

the advice of. 
 in a different league – to be much better; to be 

superior (to others). 
 make public – announce, communicate, make known, 

disseminate. 
 in keeping with – in accordance with, in agreement 

with, in line with, in conformity with. 
 hold someone responsible/accountable for – blame 

someone for something. 
 blur the line – to make something 

indistinct/unclear/difficult to see the difference 
between two things. 

 in any case – whatever happens; moreover. 
 status quo ante – a Latin phrase meaning “the state of 

affairs existing before” (or) “the way things were 
before”.  

 lay to rest – to end something. 
 take the side of – support, back, stand by, favour, 

prefer. 
 to the fore – predominant, most important, dominant, 

major/main (position). 
 at a crossroads – at a situation when an important 

decision ought to be made. 
 in tandem – alongside each other. 
 come as a surprise – to make someone feel surprised. 
 at work – in action. 
 as well as – and also, and in addition. 
 in sight – observable, noticeable, visible, recognizable, 

near at hand, close. 
 on top of – in addition to, besides. 
 of one’s own – belonging to oneself only/alone. 
 time and again – often, frequently, repeatedly. 

 at the height of – at the most extreme part/point of 
something. 

 on the ground – in a situation/place where things are 
happening really/practically. 

 in the face of – despite, notwithstanding, regardless of; 
when confronted with. 

 at the mercy of – under the control of, under the heel 
of, in the power of, controlled/dominated by. 

 in return for – in exchange for. 
 take for granted – understand, assume, presume 

(something is true without cross-questioning it); For 
example, if people take something for granted, they do 
not place much value on it. Or you believe it to be true, 
real or expected. 

 get stuck in – embark on, set about, work at, get down 
on. 

 at home – in one’s country. 
 strike a deal/bargain – to come to an agreement. 
 balance of power – stability in a system composed of a 

number of autonomous forces. 
 in favour of – in support of, to the advantage of, 

approve of. 
 on the one hand – it is used to introduce the first of 

two contrasting different, points, facts, or ways of 
looking at something. It is always followed later by “on 
the other hand” or ‘on the other’. 

 preparatory to – as a preparation for. 
 hand-in-hand – together, in partnership, closely. 
 in sync – in agreement. 
 on behalf of – in the interests of, in support of, for the 

benefit of. 
 as far as – is concerned – with regard to a particular 

person or situation. 
 cause for celebration – a reason to celebrate 

something. 
 look to – consider, give thought to, think about, take 

heed of, pay attention to. 
 pave the way for – clear the way for, make 

preparations for, put things in order for. 
 going forward – in the future. 
 thanks to – as a result of, owing to, due to, because of. 
 follow suit – emulate, copy, follow, take (another’s 

actions as an example). 
 add up to nothing – to result in nothing. 
 if at all – it indicates that something is unlikely to 

happen, if it does happen, but it happens in a restricted 
way. 

 (in) the short term – (in) the near future. 
 in/over the long term – over a long period of time; in 

the future. 
 take into account – consider, take into consideration, 

have regard to, reckon with. 
 get the better of – defeat, beat, overcome, conquer. 
 the way forward – something (a plan/action) that leads 

to success in the future. 
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 bring to a close – bring to an end, dissolve, finish, 
conclude. 

 leave someone or something standing – be much 
better than others. 

 as long as – provided that. 
 on end – continuously, successively, consecutively. 
 state of affairs – condition, situation, circumstances. 
 in short – briefly, in essence. 

 lose time – waste time, delay. 
 set the tone – to establish the mood/feeling of 

something. 
 take measures – take action, take steps. 
 keep pace with – progress at the same speed as. 
 move forward – make progress/strides; proceed, 

advance, improve. 

 

PHRASAL VERBS 
 wipe out – eliminate, abolish, remove (completely). 
 ward off – prevent, repel, avert, deflect, block, stop, 

obstruct, impede. 
 latch on to – take up (an idea or trend) 

eagerly/interestingly. 
 palm off – get rid of, dispose of something (by 

misrepresentation). 
 wind down – come to an end, draw to a close, wind up, 

close down. 
 get around – overcome, surmount, prevail over; deal 

with, cope with, sort out. 
 rope in – persuade, convince, urge (someone to take 

part in an activity). 
 lie upon – to be incumbent upon; be 

obligatory/mandatory upon. 
 bring on – cause, make happen, bring about, give rise 

to, create, produce. 
 break down – tear down, demolish, destroy. 
 make out – pretend, make a pretence of, affect, allege, 

claim, assert. 
 stick (with) – continue with something. 
 wind up – conclude, bring to a close, end/finish. 
 rule out – eliminate, reject, dismiss, disregard, prohibit, 

prevent. 
 rein in – to control, restrain, restrict, limit 

someone/something. 
 drive up – (of a price of something) increase, rise to a 

higher level. 
 send out – give out, announce, deliver/produce. 
 bounce back – recover, revive, rally, make a comeback. 
 fall off – drop off, go down, decline. 
 drive back – fight off, repulse, rebuff, repel, oppose. 
 step in – intervene, become involved, get involved, act, 

take action. 
 throw around – (of a word) mention frequently. 
 pull back – withdraw, retreat, pull out, draw back. 
 come under – be subjected to. 
 account for – constitute, comprise, form, represent. 
 shut down – cease activity, close down, cease 

operation. 
 pay out – spend, hand over, give (money). 
 carry out – conduct, perform, execute, bring about. 
 lie in – be present, exist. 

 speak of – mention, talk about, discuss, refer to. 
 add up – increase the total sum/value/price of 

something by adding two/more amounts together. 
 turn out – happen, develop, end (in a specific way). 
 drive out – expel, remove, oust. 
 go on to – proceed (to do something). 
 take over – assume control of, take control of, gain 

control of, take charge of, take command of. 
 keep out – exclude, deny access to, reject. 
 step up – increase, intensify, scale up, escalate. 
 add to – increase, amplify, intensify. 
 set off – cause, bring about, begin/start, prompt, 

trigger. 
 come out – develop, happen, emerge, transpire (as a 

result) 
 lie behind – be the (genuine) reason for something. 
 point out – identify, mention, indicate, draw attention 

to. 
 go beyond – be more than something. 
 rely on – depend on; resort to, have recourse to. 
 dispense with – forgo, give up, relinquish, renounce. 
 level out – make something even, equalize, level up. 
 result in – cause, produce, effect, contribute to. 
 draw up – prepare a plan of action in detail. 
 throw out – dismiss, veto/refuse. 
 build on – develop, enhance, expand on. 
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